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Of course we stand counted as those among the crowd.  It is we who are chastised (you brood of vipers), and we who are defensive (do you know who you are talking to?).  And we are told that we have no redeeming qualities, so we go inward and sulk: “What then are we to do?”  

But if we remain standing in the crowd hearing his words, remain focused here in our time of reflection this night, we might move just a bit further down a path that holds some light.  If we remain with John the Baptizer, we may be moved to think about what might be in our lives fruits worthy of repentance, insights valuable for the turning around of our life, turning around toward a more joyous, light, tender, and gentle life.

If we remain among the crowd attentive to John, then there can be his intended effect: we have our expectations aroused. 

And that is no small thing.  It is much easier to lower expectations as we walk through life.  It is much more likely to be bent down rather than to be raised up.  All those changes and chances of life, those burdens and sufferings and injustices – what are we to do with them but bend and hope we have the grit not to break?  How much does this speaker need to take you into your inner dialogues, to get you to ask yourself way down deep: what is my expectation, of God?  Do you honestly think and act as if God might truly be up to something awfully creative and powerful that you need not be afraid of??

John brought his crowd to being a “…people filled with expectation, questioning in their hearts…” (Luke 3:15)  Will we be so moved and ask: what would it be like for me for the Christ to come?

That question alone is like fire: it melts away superficialities we tend to give so much attention to; it burns off the distractions of the routine; it sends us down into the deep interior of ourselves where we are most authentically ourselves, and most uniquely have our identity, our needs, our brokenness, our desires, our dreams.

What would it be like for you for the Christ to come?  If you had but this one encounter – what would it be about?

What is your deepest desire? What is your highest hope? What is your heart’s reason for beating?

We see over and over in scriptures that when he comes to those seeking mercy, he asks: “What do you want me to do - for you?”  

That is his fire, perhaps – because it sure causes a burning away the peripheral and unimportant.  Getting to that one thing can be difficult.  Discerning that, defining that, actually having the courage, the nerve to name that before God, to actually truly think that God might be involved, and then being willing to stay at the point of bowing down on bended knee and having expectant eyes – this is the posture of Advent.  And don’t forget, the one thing is also the opportunity to say with the deepest openness you ever have had: Jesus, what do you want of me?  

Advent awaits the coming of the Lord, the new age, the birth of the new, different, divine, beyond what we know, and actually can ask or imagine.

